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DEPARTMENT HIRES CALDWELL PRINCIPAL AS 

DIRECTOR OF CERTIFICATION 
 

BOISE – Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Luna announced today that Taylor Raney, a Caldwell principal, has been 

named the new Director of Certification and Professional Standards at the Idaho State Department of Education.  

 

In this role, Raney will oversee all educator licensure and certification in the State of Idaho as well as the Professional Standards 

Commission.  

 

“We are proud to have Taylor Raney join the Department and help us in our efforts to recognize and reward highly effective 

teaching across Idaho so we can ensure all students graduate from high school prepared for the world that awaits them,” 

Superintendent Luna said. “Taylor Raney has a proven track record of leadership in the Caldwell School District. As a member of 

the Professional Standards Commission, he also understands the importance of professional conduct in the teaching profession and 

the critical work the Commission does every day to help improve the craft of teaching. He will be a great addition to our team at 

the State Department of Education.”  

 

Christina Linder previously served as the Department’s Director of Certification and Professional Standards. She left the 

Department earlier this week after she was named associate dean of Idaho State University’s College of Education.  

 

“I am happy for Christina and the opportunity she will have to put into practice the policies she has helped enact at the 

Department, including enhanced teacher preparation programs,” Superintendent Luna said. “Idaho’s teachers and students have 

benefited because of Christina Linder’s efforts to improve teacher quality. Luckily, Idaho’s up-and-coming teachers will still 

enjoy her influence at Idaho State University.”  

 

Raney has served as the principal at Wilson Elementary school in Caldwell since 2008. During this time, he also has served on the 

Professional Standards Commission, representing elementary school principals.  

 

While in Caldwell, Raney took on roles as the District Testing Coordinator and gained experience as part of the Caldwell 

Academy of Leadership and a leader in professional development efforts across the district. Prior to joining the Caldwell School 

District, Raney worked as a teacher in the Boise School District.  

 

Raney earned his bachelor’s degree from the University of Idaho, and master’s degrees in educational leadership and curriculum 

and instruction from Northwest Nazarene University. He is currently working on his Ph.D. in educational administration. 

 

“I am excited about this opportunity to work for all students and teachers in Idaho,” Raney said. “In my new role at the State 

Department of Education, I will work to build on the progress the state has already made by striving for high standards for 

certification and professional practice for educators in our state.”   

 

Raney has been married for more than ten years to Meghan and is the proud father of two daughters. He will begin his new 

position as Director of Certification and Professional Standards at the State Department of Education on December 23.  
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